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of the Methodist Federation for Social Service (unofficial), an organization which rejects the ee OF prises. 
method of the struggle for profit as the economic base for society; which seeks to replace it with Ra oe 
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The Economic Bases of a 
| Durable Peace 


_ At the recent regional conferences of the United Chris- 
. tian Council for Democracy, in New York and Toledo, 
' in which the M.F.S.S. participated, one of the topics 
_ discussed was “The Economic Bases for a Durable Peace.” 
_ At the same time, under the auspices of the Federal 
~ Council of Churches, ministerial conferences were being 
held on the Pacific Coast to discuss “The Conditions of a 
_ Just and Durable Peace.” More than fifty statements on 
this subject were issued by religious groups before we 
entered the shooting phase of the war. The reason for 
this large and growing ministerial concern over the prob- 
ems and possibilities of a post-war order which in its 
nature, as well as its form, would be more stable than the 
yne now ended, is that in this matter those who take 
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: peor of the war effort, can unite. 


SIGNIFICANCE FOR RELIGION s 


is well also to bear in- mind the meaning of this dis- 
on for religion. When we talk about a just peace, 
a peace which will have a chance of being durable 
use it will be free from the injustice and vengeance 
through the Treaty of Versailles-poisoned the spirit 
| the mind of Europe, that crippled the League of 
s at the start, we are trying to develop in the world 
the heritage we received from Jesus and the 


- peace, we are using the inheritance bequeathed 
‘Marx in his epoch-making discovery concerning 


_ The new factor in the religious approach 
world peace in recent years is the in- 
; ie causes of war LS how See ee 
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different positions concerning participation in the war and = 


s. When we talk about the economic basis of a — 


played by the economic factor in the history and ~ philosophers concerning the nature of justice, 


NUMBER 2 


ends, through such use of the energy of nature by man, 
that the people of the age of science and the machine will 
discover the vital connection between the spiritual and 
the material. 


CHURCH STATEMENTS 


Professor Liston Pope, of Yale Divinity School, has 
analyzed thirty-four of the more than fifty statements 
concerning the post-war order that were issued by re- 
ligious groups before Pearl Harbor. They deal with the 
economic as well as the political conditions of a just and 
durable peace. Most of them insist that the United States 
must cooperate fully in the creation of some form of 
world government. 

Going beyond the approach to the problem during the 
last war that led to the League of Nations, these church 
groups emphasize the necessity of a fundamental recon- 
struction of economic relations if world government is to 
succeed and ‘world peace to be established. They want 
-economic responsibility and cooperation to replace 
autarchy and imperialism. Some of the statements de- 
nounce the dominance of the profit motive and monopoly 
control as barriers to the satisfaction of human needs. 
Consequently they want economic equality added to eco- 
nomic freedom, and economic advantages shared accord-— 
ing to need. 

They state two propositions for specific action in the. 
international field which have considerable support. One | 
is self-government or international administration of — 
colonies, the other is equal access to raw materials and 
markets. As it stands, this is mostly an affirmation, con- 
cerning the economic relations between nations, of the. 
principle of equality which was thrown into history as a 
_ tevolutionary force, not by the inquiries of early Greek 


that helped, but by the affirmations of the prop 
Jesus concerning the equality of all souls, all ne 
_ all races, mae ae What aes the: 
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phrase “the hungry nations.” The test of its adequacy 
to realize this objective is two simple questions. By 
whom? For whom? If the answers are not worked out, 
and their consequences understood, the church groups 
which supported this formula may later find themselves 
in a position similar to those who thought the last war 
would really end war and make the world safe for democ- 
racy, and that the League of Nations was going to do 
these things. 

Under our present economy, any machinery for ad- 
ministering equal access to raw materials and markets 
would have to be administered chiefly by representatives 
of the big financial interests which now direct inter- 
national economic relations. There is no ground for 
thinking, or hoping, that the results would be any more 
to the wellbeing of the people of the respective nations, 
or any less to the profit of Big Business, than has been 
to date a similar administration of defense production. 
As long as the New Deal is committed to the preservation 
of the profit motive, there is no reason to believe that it 
can come any nearer to its objectives in the international 
field than it has in domestic affairs. 

Under the profit-seeking economy, equal access to raw 
materials and markets for all nations means first of all 
equal access by and for the hungry financial interests of 
those nations which came late to the imperialist table, 
when there was not enough to go around. This was the 
basic reason why the three international economic con- 
ferences held between the two world wars ended in 
futility, and the fourth one, which was voted for, never 
met. When there is little room left in the world for the 
expansion upon which the profit-seeking economy de- 
pends, schemes for controlled expansion are increasingly 
difficult to work out. The pressure for unity is met by an 
-accelerated competitive drive. Hence the Dusseldorf Con- 
ference between British and German business, which met 
just before the present war began, reached an agreement 
so dangerous politically that it had to be annulled by the 
British government. That agreement divided Latin- 
American markets satisfactorily between British and Ger- 

- man interests, but it also involved limiting and, in some 
matters, squeezing out the United States. Hence, moved 
by similar internal pressure, General Wood, head of 
America First and of Sears Roebuck, told an audience of 
Chicago business men that we should keep out of Euro- 
pean affairs because Latin America offered us all the 
opportunity we needed and could take care of. He added 

_ that if the peoples to the south of us objected to our 
economic expansion in that direction, we should make 


____ them take it and like it, by force if necessary. Under these 


circumstances, the best that could be hoped for after the 
war would be a little larger share in international Big 
__ Business to the financiers of Germany, Italy and Japan. 
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larger portion of the world’s natural resources by inter- 
national agreement, the end result to the hungry section 
of the population in standard of living and social: well- 
being would be proportionately less than before. This is 
because of the extent to which the war is increasing the 
total national debt, both public and private. This also 
means the extent to which the war is increasing the fixed 
costs of production, the total overhead charge upon the 
national plant. 

Professor Walter Rautenstrauch, head of the Depart- 
ment of Industrial Engineering at Columbia University, 
has demonstrated that in recent years our national 
economy has steadily increased the total debt load upon 
the national plant at a faster rate than it has increased 
production. This means, among other things, that of all 
new production a smaller portion reaches the low-income 
section of the population. It is the lives of the poor that 
will pay the heavier cost of war, behind the lines as at 
the front. 


THE QUESTION OF PLANNING 
The attempt to secure equal access of all nations, in 


proportion to need, to the world’s resources obviously 


involves world planning. The demonstrated inability, in 
the whole record of the New Deal and particularly in our 
defense production, of Big Business to plan for other 
ends than profit, and by other means that the extension 
of monopolistic control, is an additional reason why re- 
ligious idealists are leaning upon a broken reed when they 
pass resolutions designed to supply an economic founda- — 
tion for a durable peace and leave them to operate within 


- the framework of the profit economy. International plan- 


ning by international finance, for more profit and more 
investment returns, has been a major cause of the present 
war. Our government is still uncovering its ramifications 


and trying to prevent them from operating in the same — 


direction during the post-war period. The report of the — 
National Resources Planning Board, just presented to — 
Congress by the President as a plan for the United States — 

to lead the world in a post-war program of peace, pros- 

perity, security, and freedom, says, “It is therefore as- 
sumed that after the war we shall make our international _ 
policy and the international behavior of American private 
interests conform to our desires for peace and the eleva- 
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social ends becomes effective only when it can go directly 
to its ends without having to take what is left after it 
travels the indirect profit route. : 


SOME MORE PLANNING 

The British government has a group of experts working 
on the economic set-up for the post-war world. One of 
their objectives is the removal, or at least the lessening, 
of the economic causes of war, in ordér that the next 
peace may be more durable than the last one. Their pro- 
posals so far point to an Anglo-American economic domi- 
nation of the world for humanitarian purposes—by and 
for profit, of course, but with less profit and more social 
welfare than before, and with more democracy for the 
colonial and undeveloped peoples. Church leaders, both 
Anglican and Nonconformist, are reported as giving these 
proposals their approval. But, plainly, the spirit of democ- 
racy, the urge toward equality of opportunity for develop- 
ment, has gone too far among the undeveloped peoples, 
has become too immediate, for any such scheme to provide 
the prospect of a durable peace. 

Also, the recognition of the inability of the profit- 
seeking economy, even though it become humane, to 
provide the base for further development of even the 
backward sections of the advanced capitalist nations— 
witness our own sharecroppers—is now widespread. The 
Soviet Union has demonstrated, as those writers about 
it who criticize the other aspects of its administration 
admit, that the cultural level of undeveloped peoples can 
be raised quicker and over a wider.area under a non-profit 
economy than it can be under the most democratic capi- 
talist imperialism. Under the latter the job is left mostly 
to missions and philanthropy, with the government often 
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takes a hand, as ours did in the Philippines, it, like the 
_ church, finds the economy working in the opposite direc- 
tion and so circumscribing, and even nullifying, the 


results. == 
THE FIRST LESSON 

‘This brief summary indicates that the first lesson for 
_ those religious groups which seek the economic founda- 
tions of a durable peace is that these cannot be laid by 
the profit-seeking economy. What it has done in pro- 
fiding contacts and understandings that help to make 
world organization possible has, in the later period of its 
imperialism—the financial stage—been overbalanced by 
the increased incitements to, and occasions for, war that 
it has provided. This was demonstrated by the arrival 


‘rapid appearance of the second world war. _ 
“hat this accelerated progress toward war cannot be 


f£ the profit economy have further increased is revealed 


objecting to or limiting the work. When the government _ 


f the first world war. That the war-making tendencies — 


come by any of the proposals herein considered fol- _ 
from the fact that they leave in power the most 


Union and Great Britain 


Hence our advocacy of social-economic planning for the 
highest human ends differs from that of the American 
and British progressives because it proposes this tech- 
nique as a substitute for the struggle for profit, which it 
rejects as un-Christian and also technically defective. 
Also, it insists upon the social ownership of whatever is 
necessary for the successful working of a democratically 
planned and planning social economy. These things hap- 
pen to be the key points of economic power, which are 
now in the possession of the great monopolistic interests, 
and despite their efforts to form a finance international, 
indeed, at points, because of them, become the increasing 
occasion, for war. Witness the war against the Spanish 
Republic and the part played by American and British 
Big Business in arming Hitler, Mussolini and Japan. 
It was not our desire for peace, our unwillingness to 
prepare for war that put us where we are; it was the 
fact that while we remained unprepared we prepared our 
enemies to attack us. 

Consequently, we regard the New Order envisioned 
and attempted in the unimpeachable moral generalizations 
of the Atlantic Charter as an illusion, just as the first 
outline of the League of Nations was, because it accepts 
the morality and depends upon the workability of the 
capitalist economy. It is only under social planning for 
the good of all, operating a non-profit economy, that 
equal access for all nations to needed natural resources 
can be secured and can result in the good of all. Hitler’s 
New Order touches economic reality in its recognition 
of the fact that there are natural geographic units which 
must be regionally organized, and then coordinated in a 
world plan, because they contain major blocks of the 


natural resources needed by the modern community. But 


German scientific planning, under Hitler, we, of course, 
reject without compromise because its New Order rests 
upon force, and because it would make the peoples of 
other lands the economic serfs of the fictional German 
race. In the practical outcome this means serfs of a new 
financial oligarchy in which the Nazi leaders become the 
dominant partners. The Christian New Order rests upon 


democratic cooperation and mutual service, and accepts _ = 
the technique of social-economic planning as the instru- . 


ment to provide equal opportunity of development for all 
nations and races. a 
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M.F.S.S. National 


Conference 

The Thirty-fifth Anniversary 
Conference of the M.F.S.S._ will 
be held May 26, 27, 28, in Cleve- 
land, Ohio, the birthplace of the 
Federation. 

Bishop Francis J. McConnell, 
president of the M.F-.S.S., will pre- 
side and give one of the principal 
addresses. In addition, Dr. Harry F. 
Ward, Charles C. Webber, and other 
nationally known speakers will ad- 
dress the sessions. 

Further details of the program 
will be given in the March 
BULLETIN. 

Mark the dates on your calendar! 


News from the Field 


During December and January, 
Charles C. Webber organized the 
Eastern and Midwestern Regional 
Conferences of the U.C.C.D. and the 
M.F-.S.S. 

In addition, he spoke at the Mid- 
western Conference at Toledo, on 
“Tabor’s Rights and Responsibili- 
ties,’ and on this and similar sub- 
- jects at Ohio University, Allegheny 
- College and the New York Confer- 
-ence M.F.S.S. Unit meeting at 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

H. F. Ward, during January, gave 


addresses on the “Economic Bases 


of a Durable Peace” and other re- 


fated subjects before U.C.C_D. and 
_M.F-.S.S. Conferences and Seminars 


in New York City, Toledo, Chicago, 
Denver and Tucson. 


Conference 
excerpts are from 


adopted by the United — 
r Democracy at — 
al Conference in 
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"Living Standards 

“We deplore the unnecessary and 
tragic fact that multitudes of Ameri- 
cans are a poor people in the midst 
of a rich country, that the war load 
is being put on shoulders least able 
to carry it, that more than 50 per 
cent of the war taxes are being paid 
by our people in the low income 
brackets. 

“We urge the defeat of any Dill 
that might arise out of the report of 
the Joint Congressional Economy 
Committee, Senator Byrd, Chair- 
man. These proposals, involving a 
slash of over One Billion Dollars in 
public agency expenditures, would 
fall particularly heavily upon low 
income groups and would strike di- 
rectly at the health and morale of 
our people... . 

“Civil Liberties 

“The struggle against fascism 
abroad is meaningless unless all evi- 
dences of fascism are defeated at 

home. We cannot be complacent to- 
ward any violation of civil liberties, 
destruction of the rights of any 
minority, for such is poison in the 
blood-stream of our democracy. 

“We urge the adoption of a reso- 
lution to the Governor of Oklahoma 
protesting the procedure of the State 
of Oklahoma which charges with 
criminal syndicalism twelve persons 
for merely selling, huying, or read- 
ing books of their own choice. If 
this dangerous action becomes a 

_ precedent, any book, anywhere, may 
be suppressed, and no Americans 


February, 1942 


war emergency and for the post-war 
period to follow, when we must 
change back to a productive peace- 
time economy for the welfare of all 
our people. 

“During the war emergency we 
call for the immediate putting into 
practice of the CIO Plan of Indus- 
try Councils with labor and manage- 
ment equally represented. . . .” 

Post-War World 

A Continuing Committee of the 
U.C.C.D. was appointed to set 
up a National Inter-denominational 
Conference, in the Fall of 1942. 


Our Anniversary Fund 


Send in your contribution to our 
$5,000 Thirty-fifth -Anniversary 
Fund as soon as you can. 


Author’s Correction _ 

In the article “Big Business and 
Defense,” in the December But- 
LETIN, the statement “the paper press _ 
inflation that wiped out the middle — 
class in Germany-after the last war” 
should have been “‘the paper press 
inflation that wiped out the economic 
security of the professional middl 
class in Germany, except govern: 
ment-employees, s= - == <a 
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